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ANNEX 
Annex III to Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 is amended as follows:
(1) in Section I, in Chapter VII, point 4 is replaced by the following:
‘4. Meat intended for freezing: 
i. must be frozen within 6 days after slaughter when stored and transported at a temperature of maximum 7°C immediately after slaugher without undue delay, taking into account where necessary a stabilisation period before freezing; or,
ii. may be frozen until 14 days after slaughter where stored and transported at 3°C immediately after slaughter; or
iii. may be frozen after storage and transport under other time/temperature conditions if the food business operator can demonstrate to the satisfaction of the competent authorities that the maximum daily mean aerobic colony count (ACC) on the surface is log10 3 cfu/cm2 (or log103,5 cfu/cm2) on samples taken maximum 24h before freezing using a continuous rolling window of 10 weeks according to the sampling and testing procedures laid down in rows 2.1.1, 2.1.2 of Chapter 2, and point 3.2 of Chapter 3 of Annex I to Commission Regulation (EC) No 2073/2005.
However, food business operators carrying out a retail activity may freeze meat in view of its redistribution for the purpose of food donations in accordance with the following conditions:
(i) in the case of meat for which a ‘use by’ date is applied in accordance with Article 24 of Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council (1), before the expiry of that date;
(ii) without undue delay to a temperature of – 18 °C or lower;
(iii) ensuring that the date of freezing is documented and provided either on the label or by other means;
(iv) excluding meat that has been frozen before (defrosted meat); and,
(v) in accordance with any condition laid down by the competent authorities for freezing and further use as food.’
(2) in Section III, point 1 is replaced by the following:
‘1. The provisions of Section I apply to the production and placing on the market of meat from even-toed farmed game mammals with the exception of point 4 (ii) and (iii) of Chapter VII and unless the competent authority considers them inappropriate.’
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