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COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING REGULATION (EU) …/...
of XXX
amending Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/627 as regards the facilitation of practical arrangements for meat inspection in low-capacity slaughterhouses and game-handling establishments
(Text with EEA relevance)
THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION,
Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,
Having regard to Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 March 2017 on official controls and other official activities performed to ensure the application of food and feed law, rules on animal health and welfare, plant health and plant protection products, amending Regulations (EC) No 999/2001, (EC) No 396/2005, (EC) No 1069/2009, (EC) No 1107/2009, (EU) No 1151/2012, (EU) No 652/2014, (EU) 2016/429 and (EU) 2016/2031 of the European Parliament and of the Council, Council Regulations (EC) No 1/2005 and (EC) No 1099/2009 and Council Directives 98/58/EC, 1999/74/EC, 2007/43/EC, 2008/119/EC and 2008/120/EC, and repealing Regulations (EC) No 854/2004 and (EC) No 882/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council, Council Directives 89/608/EEC, 89/662/EEC, 90/425/EEC, 91/496/EEC, 96/23/EC, 96/93/EC and 97/78/EC and Council Decision 92/438/EEC (Official Controls Regulation)[footnoteRef:1], and in particular Article 18(8), point (d) thereof, [1: 		OJ L 95, 7.4.2017, p. 1, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2017/625/oj.] 

After consulting the Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and Feed, 
Whereas:
[bookmark: _Hlk175126083]Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/627[footnoteRef:2] lays down uniform practical arrangements for the performance of official controls on products of animal origin intended for human consumption in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2017/625, including for meat inspection in slaughterhouses and game handling establishments. [2: 		Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/627 of 15 March 2019 laying down uniform practical 	arrangements for the performance of official controls on products of animal origin intended for human 	consumption in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the 	Council and amending Commission Regulation (EC) No 2074/2005 as regards official controls (OJ L 	131, 17.5.2019, p. 51, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2019/627/oj).] 

In particular, Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/627 lays down requirements for ante-mortem inspection in slaughterhouses and for post-mortem inspection in slaughterhouses and game-handing establishments. Computer-based technologies that may use artificial intelligence (e.g. the analysis of pictures of animals and/or carcases made by cameras) have been developed and validated by food business operators or competent authorities of certain Member States. They provide a useful, supplementary tool for facilitating meat inspection. It should be clarified that such technologies can be used in slaughterhouses for that purpose. The data obtained by such technologies should be made available to the competent authorities for the detection and evaluating of possible abnormalities relevant for meat inspection. Articles 11 and 12 of Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/627 should be amended accordingly.
Article 13 of Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/627 provides for a derogation on the timing of post-mortem inspection in low-capacity slaughterhouses and game-handling establishments by allowing a delay of 24 hours based on a scientific opinion of the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) on the evaluation of public and animal health risks in case of a delayed post-mortem inspection in ungulates[footnoteRef:3]. The EFSA opinion does not identify major differences in the sensitivity of detecting most public and animal health hazard between a delay of 24 or 72h when stored chilled. Reduced sensitivity was observed for the detection of Salmonella and for certain pharmacologically active substances, resulting in a reduced effectiveness to detect them. However, sampling for Salmonella is to be carried out by the food business operator after dressing but before chilling in accordance with rows 2.1.3 and 2.1.4 of Chapter 2 of Annex I to Commission Regulation (EC) No 2073/2005[footnoteRef:4]. Sampling for Salmonella and for pharmacologically active substances for official controls purposes, in accordance with Articles 35 and 37(1), point (c), of Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/627 respectively, is only required on a limited number of animals and therefore can occur on the most recently slaughtered animals. A reduced sensitivity can therefore be avoided despite a delay of post-mortem inspection until 72h after slaughter. The EFSA opinion did not indicate a substantial reduction of sensitivity on the detection of officially controlled animal health diseases by delayed post-mortem inspection. However, timely detection of such diseases is essential to impose without any delay control measures. Delayed post-mortem inspection should therefore not be allowed in situation of increased risk to such animal health diseases. [3:  	Evaluation of public and animal health risks in case of a delayed post‐mortem inspection in ungulates - - 2020 - EFSA Journal - Wiley Online Library]  [4:  	Commission Regulation (EC) No 2073/2005 of 14 November 2005 on microbiological criteria for foodstuffs (OJ L 338, 22.12.2005, p. 1, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2005/2073/2020-03-08 )] 

At the same time, competent authorities in many Member States are facing difficulties to comply with the requirements on the presence of the official veterinarian during post-mortem inspection. Allowing post-mortem inspection with a delay until 72h in low-capacity slaughterhouses and game-handling establishments, provides facilitation on the presence of the official veterinarian without providing a significant public or animal health risk.
In addition, Member States submitted data on the size of slaughterhouses and game-handling establishments. These data demonstrate that increasing the threshold to apply the delay of post-mortem inspection in low-capacity slaughterhouses and game-handling establishments from 5 to 10% of the total amount of fresh meat produced in a Member State, would further facilitate the requirements on the permanent presence of the official veterinarian during meat post-mortem inspection in more slaughterhouses and game-handing establishments. 
Article 13 of Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/627 should be amended accordingly.
The measures provided for in this Regulation are in accordance with the opinion of the Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and Feed,
HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:
Article 1
Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/627 is amended as follows:
(1) in Article 11, the following paragraph 7 is added:
‘7(a) Competent authorities may use data generated by computer-based technologies, including artificial intelligence (AI), to supplement or support ante-mortem inspections and their outcomes, provided that such technologies have been validated by the food business operator to the satisfaction of the competent authorities.
(b) Prior to the routine use of any computer-based technology, Member States shall inform the European Commission and other Member States of the validation results through the Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and Feed (PAFF Committee).
(c) Food business operators shall ensure that data generated by such validated technologies are made available to the competent authorities.’
(2) in Article 12, the following paragraph 5 is added:
‘5(a) Competent authorities may use data generated by computer-based technologies, including artificial intelligence (AI), to supplement or support post-mortem inspections and their outcomes, provided that such technologies have been validated by the food business operator to the satisfaction of the competent authorities.
(b) Prior to the routine use of any computer-based technology, Member States shall inform the European Commission and other Member States of the validation results through the Standing Committee on Plants, Animals, Food and Feed (PAFF Committee).
(c) Food business operators shall ensure that data generated by such validated technologies are made available to the competent authorities.’
(3) Article 13 is amended as follows:
i. paragraphs 1 and 2 are replaced by the following:
‘1. By way of derogation from Article 12(1), the competent authorities may allow that, when neither the official veterinarian nor the official auxiliary are present in the game-handling establishment or slaughterhouse during slaughter and dressing, the post-mortem inspection is delayed by a maximum period of 24 72 hours from slaughter or arrival in the game-handling establishment, provided that: 
the animals concerned are slaughtered in a low-capacity slaughterhouse or handled in a low-capacity game-handling establishment that slaughters or handles: 
(i) fewer than 1 000 livestock units per year; or 
(ii) (ii) fewer than 150 000 poultry, lagomorphs and small wild game per year; 
sufficient facilities exist within an establishment to store the fresh meat and offal at the temperature requirements laid down in point 1(a) of Chapter VII to Section I of Annex III to Regulation (EC) No 853/2004, so that they can be examined; 
the post-mortem inspection is carried out by the official veterinarian;
official sampling for the verification of compliance with the requirements on Salmonella and pharmacologically active substances, respectively in accordance with Articles 35 and 37(1)(c), is carried out on animals no longer than 24h after slaughter.
2. The competent authorities may increase the thresholds laid down in point (a) (i) and (ii) of paragraph 1 ensuring that the derogation is applied in the smallest slaughterhouses and game-handling establishments complying with the definition of low-capacity slaughterhouse or low-capacity game-handling establishment and provided that the combined annual production of these establishments does not exceed 5 10 % of the total amount of fresh meat produced in a Member State: 
(a) for the species concerned; 
(b) or for all ungulates together; 
(c) of all poultry together; or, 
(d) of all birds and lagomorphs together. 
In such case, the competent authorities shall notify this derogation and the evidence to support it in accordance with the procedure laid down in Directive (EU) 2015/1535 of the European Parliament and of the Council (10).’
ii. the following paragraph 4 is added: 
‘4. The derogation in paragraph 1 shall not apply: 
(a) to animals suspected of having a disease or condition that may adversely affect human health; 
(b) to bovine animals from establishments defined in Article 4, point (27), of Regulation (EU) 2016/429 of the European Parliament and of the Council (*), which have not been granted the status “free from infection with Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex” (M. bovis, M. caprae and M. tuberculosis) as laid down in Part II, Chapter 1, Sections 1 and 2, of Annex IV to Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/689 (**);
(c) to bovine, ovine or caprine animals from establishments defined in Article 4, point (27), of Regulation (EU) 2016/429, which have not been granted the status “free from infection with Brucella abortus, B. melitensis and B. suis without vaccination” as laid down in Part I, Chapter 1, Sections 1 and 2 of Annex IV to Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/689;
(d) to animals coming from a restricted zone referred to in Article 126(1), point (b)(iii), of Regulation (EU) 2016/429 and subject to restrictions within that zone; 
(e) to animals subject to stricter controls due to the spread of emerging diseases or particular diseases listed by the World Organisation for Animal Health.
*	Regulation (EU) 2016/429 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 March 2016 on transmissible animal diseases and amending and repealing certain acts in the area of animal health (“Animal Health Law”) (OJ L 84, 31.3.2016, p. 1, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2016/429/oj).
**	Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/689 of 17 December 2019 supplementing Regulation (EU) 2016/429 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards rules for surveillance, eradication programmes, and disease-free status for certain listed and emerging diseases (OJ L 174, 3.6.2020, p. 211, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg_del/2020/689/oj).’
Article 2
This Regulation shall enter into force on the twentieth day following that of its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union.
This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.
Done at Brussels,
	For the Commission
	The President
	Ursula VON DER LEYEN
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